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HEADQUART.
PHILIPPINES-FYUKYUS COMMARD
OFFICE OF THS COMFANDING GENERAL

G3CPU 091 FI g APO 707

20 DEC 194

lir, Leoncio Y. Ros
¢/o lir, Pablo Pigao
Legaspi, 4lbay
Philippines

This will acknonledge receipt of your letter, dated 3 December 1947,
requesting reconsideration of the unfavorable decision remdered by this
headquarters with regard to the revision of the recognition dates of the
Pigao Independent Platoon,

our commsnding officer, lir, Pablo Pigao, was informed in our
letter, dated 27 Avgust 1947, a deteiled examination was made of all
supporting papers submitted by your unit, together with a cereful analysis
of the wnit history and a thorough review of all available information
regarding the military activities of the unit from its inception, However,
this protracted study failed to justify the establishment of dates of recog-
nition other than those presently published. The Pigao Independent Platoon
vwas therefore not favorably considered for revision of recognition dates.

Inasmch as 1t 18 considered that your unit has reveived all the con-
deration that is no further ion being justified, the
unfavorable decision of m;s headquarters, dated 27 August 1947, remains
final,

The document submitted vith your letter of 3 December 1947 has been
included in the unit file for record purposes.

Sincerely,

2/
AR g

“Garma. AGD
AT ADJUTANT GRENIREE
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SUBJLCT: Revision of Date of Recognition, PIGAO INDLPENDLNT PLATOON, Request for,

0 + The Commanding General, Philrycom, Apo 707, 3, December 1947.

Sirg

1 have the honor to request re-considerstion in the Revisi
: date of th
Recognition of the PIGAO INDEPENDENT PLATOON, for the Iallowin‘; 5::&::::5 2 2

(1) That I was the Actg. Executive 0ffi
. cer of the Pigeo Independent Platoon
with the rank as 1st. Lieuftenant in the guerrilla, then as Sergesnt Platoon, whon
sald guerrilla unit was recognized by the 158TH RCT, e
in Legaspi nad libersted the Bicol Provinces under the Command of Gen. MacNIDERy

(2) That The Pigeo Independent Unit(grla) was formerly s part of Orobi i
otherwise called the Bagong Ketipunen, the firet guerrilla éroui to be o:gun:egnn’
in the province of Albay wey beck in the yeer 1942 under %hm Col. Gerardo Orobis,
2s Regimental Commander, end thet this guerrilla unit(Begong Ketipunan) is still one
emong those thet are requesting and demending recognition from thet Headquarterss

- (3) Thet in the advent of orgenization of Orobias Unit, The Pigro Independent
Unit, wes one who had joined said orgenization in the year 1942 thus we xx begun to
train eble bodied men composed mostly of civilian voluteers who hbd willingly joined
‘the underground movement to serve our land end fight for democracy by the gide of
the American People;

(4) In the year 1943, we begun to harass the enemy in the art of guerrilie
werfere. Our men armed with shotguns Cal, 12, P.I. made numbering 15, 4 Winchegter
Cel, 12, Mmericen liede, 1 pistol Cal.38, American lede and 4 pistols single shot
P.I. made esind the rest armed with bolos and arrows, our harassing cempaign for the
enemy bogun. In September seme year, we hed our first emcounter with the enemy at
Km, 565 at Cuyso-yeo, a sitio in the gecluded mountains of Albay, while a Japanesc
truck was on its wey to Malacbalac to go to the Garrison they had establised there.
In this encounter which we hed opened ef surprise attack on the enemy, we killed
7 japanese soldiers, burned the truck and suceeded in capturing a large quantity of
emmunition and 5 Japenese rifles. After the encounter we forced our way bmck to our
Camp in Itongen, a sitio in the mounteins of Guinobatan, Albeys

(5) In November of the seme year, we strukk on esnother objective when we raid-
od the Japanese Garrison st Malecbalac, a barkdo along tho seecoest of Albay, which
hed been terrorizing the the populetion of thet barrio. In this fight, we killed 9
Jepenese goldiers end wounded some of them to our credit. In thef course of the fight
we were forced leter to withdraw when several Jepanese trucks of soldiers errived to
re-inforced the jepenese outpost in Malacbelacs

(6) In the yeer 1944, when Gen, Mec. Arthur end the Americem Forces lended in
Leyte, we begun to outdsy a plen to get in contect with the imerican Task Forces,
Fortunetely, we succeéded in slipping through the cordage of Jepanese patrols exd we
resched Tacloben, Leyte, cafely. We presemted to the Headquarters of the Americen
Forces. High Americam Wilitary Authorities, being convinced of the genuinencss of
us es guerrillas, we succeeded in securing 75 erms, composed mostly of garends cal,
30, springfields, 2 bazookes and one 80 mm. tremoh morter, After the reolept of the
arms we requested together with the necessary ammnitions, we were ordered fo return
+to Albey and continue our work in the underground movement and wait for & luison
officer who will go to Albay to get in contact with the guerrillas end Tesk Force
to land in Legespi, Albay;

7) In Februery, 1945, Lt. Williem E, Nellist, leision-officer between the
g\urrLgl:g end e Task Force, AUS, lended in Malacbalee by FT boat. Immediztely
e presented to ths Intelligence Officer, G-z Divigion, to received all necossary
instructions end orderss Being then ordersd to keep on guerd on the seacosst of lia-
Jrebelec, hep L. williem E. Nelligt, procesded %o Neorsfo where he estebligfhed hid
OP in s sitio of Guinobaten, Albays

(8) Dn February 28, 1945, Lt, Willlem E. Nellist, ordererd us to report to
his Hq. at Meoraro, Guikiobeten, Albay, Upon reporting, we were given orders and
assigned o hold shé dofend Camalig-Area, an occupied sector by the enemyy

(OVER)
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Noi.2 ASSISTANT CFFTRT
%_RETALIED

G-3 Filo No. 05CP _;

SUBJECT: Reconsideration, Request for
FROE___: Pablo Pigao

GROSS REFERLNCLS

FOR_ACTION B¥:  + SUSPETISE B sty
(File_sgchol_only: DLTE. : cQn ENCT =
s File itial: Date

yubol :
GSCPU + s s

OFFICER TAKIEZ ACKION (and initials) 3
204 Lt Willien D, MecMillan[hhrn  *

Policy : Hen-Policy t Reco% ooty s
: : i i .
: : o ]

(File Symhol) (J"CLﬁ’!!A/ 5 . APPROVED
s

T0: & rols i

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
Tt Col Wallace M. Hanes:

1. Basic, letter from Pablo Pigeo to Assistent Adjutent General, PHILRYCON,
dated 27 Ostober 1947, requesting reconsideration of the wnfavorable decislon
rendered by this headduarters with regard to the revision of dates of the
Pigao Independent Platoon,

2. The Pigao Independent Platoon was recognized by Headguarters AFPAC
on 11 September 1945 in & strength of 43 men as of 1 April 1945.

20a @0 5. vacuillan

Concur: Capt E 8
2 Chief, Unit Branch
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JUARTERS
PHILIPPIRES=RYUKYUS COM{AND
G}’Xﬁl OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL

cscn(mu,//‘*“'ﬁ AP0 707
12 NOV 1947

¥r, Pablo Pigao
Ligao, ilbay
Philippines

Dear Nr, Pigao:

This will acknowledze rcoaipt of your laﬂ"et, dated 27 October 1947,

of ¢ ecision rendered by this
hesdquasters with regard 4o the mman GE ates of \is Pigao Independent
Platoon.

As you were informed in our letter dated 27 iugust 1947, a detailed
examination was made of all the supporting papers submitted by your unit,
together with a careful analysis of the unit hietory and a thorough review
of all available information regarding tho military activities of the unit
from its inception, However, this protracted study failed to justify the
a-ubll-hont, of dates of resognition other thm those presently pnbllahud.
‘The Pi, Platoon was
Teriain of 19 recognition dates,

Inasmuch as it is considered that 70\1: organization has received all
the consideration that is warrarted with regard to revl‘io‘n of recognition
dates, no further bein decision
of this headquarters, dated 27 A\)gul'l 1947, muns fin.l. %

e documents submitted with your letter of 27 October 1947 have ‘been
xnolnd«l with the unit file for record purposes,

Sineersly,
THOMAS J. BROWM
CWO, USA -,
AssT Apy G 3
Basic, letter from Pablo Pigao to Assistant Adjutant General HILRYCON,
ated 27 October 1947, Tequesting reconsideration of the ‘mfavorable decieion

rendered by this headquarters with regard to the revision of dates of the
Pigao Independent Platoon.

Lt Col Wallace ¥, Hanes:

AFPAC
2. The Pigao Independent Plstoon was recognized by Headquarters
on 11 September 1945 in a strength of 43 men as of 1 April 1945.

11,
2nd Lt Willism D, MecMillan . S Gebr e
Chief, Unit Branch

; $/OSER GAp oy

L. UFHAISSYIOTA
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Ligao, 4lbay
October-27, 1947

fhe Assistant 4djutant General 4
EHLIRYCOK, 420 707

Mauntla 5

liance

ith your eommunication dated Aungust

27, 1947, in anmaction with the final determination for
official recognition of th-w‘\}n
relation with the overall resistance movenment of the said
platoon, 1 have the honor to forward herewith a sworn sgte=
ment relative o the chronological services rendered by the
satd platoon for further refevence of that office,

In this connection, if necessary papers which are to
be complied ave sill lacking, may you pleass commnicate

the undersigned at an early possibie date for compliance.
Very respectfully

Of )j )

L flaao

m Aoy

s UARITSSYIDTA
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wUAR D435
47H RAPLACAKINT BATRALION {EA)
AFO 75
12 Karch, 1946

NC3 SLL

Ist Lt. INP "
(Rank] (Br, of Sv)

24BL0 P1GAC
(Hame]
dated

Issue clearance %o
per par 5.0.

039540 1o be Discharge
ASH
Hea

1946,
Circular # 182 Series 1945
SUPELY OFFICAR: - (SGD) LACAIDOLA AVALLNO
2nd Lieut, ks G-34452

COMLANY COMMANDAR: (SGD) LO4LiaU0R SUAVLGON
Ist LIsUT, 24 Commandiing

FLUANGE OFfiCad:a, When last paid to include:
1-12 karch 46
b, “ue govermment, if nothisng so state

‘his s to certify that tle Officer or i has been
in this Cormmand.

clearsd of all government repponsities
POR THA COMEANDING O4FLCAR:
(SGD) PABLO iRNANDIZL
Capt. Inf,
Jutant

4 IRUS COFY:

0 TV fnoumy

UFHTSSYTIOFA




BESZRICIED
9 Hg 4th R Lt
EXTRALZ
©0000C000000060C00GGCOQaO0
1l. VA G, AFWESPAC dnd DP, fok 0 are released from active
service of the PA for the convenience of the Government and WP
to their homes on 14 March 1946: .
Grade MNane Asn Br SV Hone
eonno/&:aa@aao
1st Lt PABLO PIGAC 0-39540  Inf Ligao, Albay
e 6 o 6 @ ¢ @ @ @ o o
TC will fur 7, Camp Quartermaster, Camp Murphy, will fur
subsistence while on Zravel, tdn, Auth: Circular 182, HPA, dtd
S Dec 1945. (EDCHR 14 March 1946). Kelief fronm the active
service will not prejudice the rights of O to any arrears in
payfl due them.

e a a L @ e e L] a [} o

BY ORDER OI MAJOR FLORES:

PABLO FERMANDEZ
Capt,
Adjutant

}mﬁ-mw

| udamIssvioaa




44822020
47 4 16678 REGINSNIAL COMANT 2k Subject Avtachenants
s

s ing
S, 1282 asliwy, B1oee BR1GAdDa, Canp Gerro Gordo, 25 June 45

20: Ses Uistrivusion,

1. “or your intornatton ana gutdance,

+ Acknowledzenent raceip,

By Order of Lt,~Vol. saiico;

(360 L4020 0, i v
t., Inf,

ases, Kdsutant
DISIRIBUL O

640
2 - Hq. 156 201 420 70
4/

CadBLAD T 00sY;
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R&STRICTED

HEADQUARTERS 158 REGIMENTAL COMBAT TRAM
APO 70

384 10 Iy, 1945

SUBJECT: Abtachment Qrders

0 + Cemmanding Offiesrs, All Guerrilla Units

Pu-mt £ in letber Sixth amy,
Subjest: "Proeurenent, resognition, use, supply, and dlsyesitien of Cuerw
rilla Units", tated 3 Yy 1945, tho following units are »lased under the
sontrel of this Headquarbers:

54th Iafantay B, GD gms) 4

555- Special Combaut Bu, 5th MD (ISLETA)
Fler's Indedendent Ba (FLOR)

Firgt Co. Zabat's Guerrillas (ZaBaT)
Firgt Speeial Ringoer Co. (RODOLF( /

Pigae Independent Unit (PIGAO)
Albay-Sersogen Intelligenes Net (SABARRE)
Philippine Nutienal Velunteor army (OSIAL)

BY CQOEND OF ERIGAUZER GHNERAL MneNIDER:

(s6d.) ROSS E. EING
e jor, GUP
Adjutant

DISTRIBUTION:
rpal B

s sixu m 5

s
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HasUBLIC OF idd gdiuleciuad)
MUHICIrau Il OF L1GA0 ) Bes.
LLOViNCaE OF ALSAY J
I, PABLO F1GAQ, of legal age, married, ana resident

of the municipality of Ligao, province of Albgy, aftor
being duly sworn sccording to law, depose md say:

That in tho year 1942, May, while the fight-
ing in Corveridor was still goin on the under-~
signed affiant have recruited sble-bodied and
courageous young men wao can give everything
for national cause and giving them the extensive
training in the art of warfare that compose of
one company of the gector of Lizao-duinobatan
ares, tiais province.

‘hat in the emrly part of 1943, wa proceed
to the field and started to havass the onemy and
we swoceed several ambuscades with the Japancsa
the first one was on Septembor, 1943; when we in-
tercopt a military convey comprising of several
trucks with Japanese goldievrs on the way to Ma-
lacbalac for the coastal pkacca of the Lizao and
Guinobatan this province.

that when we meot them on the highway ‘of tho
Ligao-Panganivan Road at Lm, 565 (Coyaoyno sitio)
we fought with the Japanese soldiors and resulting
tho death of 7 Japancse ®oldiers, demolishing tho
Japanese trucks, capturing 5 Japamoge riflos and
a lavge quantity of ammunitions.

That on Novembor of tho mame year, we again
aftacked the Japanese Carrisen at Malacbhalac,
Guinobatan, this rrovince, and this operation
made the Japanese forces stationed thoro, to
ovacuate the plsce, and the populace was saved
from terorizing acts excorcimed by the Japanese
Horces.

Ihat in the year 1944, June, we engaged ano-
thor operation when we ambush another Japanese
truck with Japanese soldiers on way to Jovellar,
this grovince, along the road at Parisn, 4t the
game month it was followed by mothor raid of g
Japanese Sarrison at Homapon, Logaspi, Albay,
that mpde the Japanese Forces ovacuate the said
place,

That on Pobruavy, 1945, Lt. #illiam Nellest,
landed by PI bont at Malachbalac mad established
his CB behind the enemy lines and we immedi ately
presented our credentinls to this advence G-2
ond assigned my unit to patrol duty of the South-
east approach of his CP which was at Mawravo,
Suinobatan, Albsy, e have ocaselonal skirmishod
Wwith tio enemy and constructod tho dofense work
at ttn Cituinan hills, Cnmnlu~11arazn, area
oons truc ted the fields for the air drops Df' thy
U.S. Army alrforce wu P o o
e e nder the direction of &t.

(538 ovir)

|SLOSR G weuny
f—— GamisSVIORa



RArUBLIC OF THR :XHILIPEINZS)
MUBICIZALITY OF L1GAO ) s
LXOVINCE OF ALBAY ]

I, PABLO PIGAO, of legal sge, married, and resident
of the municipality of Ligao, province of Albpy, aftor
Being dmly sworn according to law, depose md say:

That in the year 1942, May, while the fight-
ing in Corregidor was @411l goin on the wnior~
8igned affiant have recruited able-bodied and
Gourageous young men who can give everything
for natlonal cewse and giving them the extensive
training in the art of warfare that compose of
one company of the sector of Ligao-Guinobatan
area, this province.

That in the 'ly pars of 1943, we procecd
to tho field and started to harsss the enemy and
we guceeed several ambuscades with the Japanese
the first one was on Septenber, 1943; when we in~
tercept a military convoy comprising of several
Srucks with Jopanese soldiers on the way to Ma-
lachalag for the coast: ces of the Ligao and
Cuinobatan this province.

‘hat when we meet them on the highway of the
Ligao-Panganiran Road at Km. 565 (Coyaoyao sitio)
we fought with the Japanese soldiers and resulting
the death of ¥ Japme soldiers, demolishéng the
Japanese trmcks, capturing 5 Japanese vifies and
@ lavge quantity of smmunitions,

That on Novembor of the same year, we again
aftacked the Jarpenese Garvison a’% Mglachalac,
Guinobaten, this wovince, and this opevation
made the Japanese forgce: ationed theve, Bo
evacwate the place, and the populace was saved
;ru terorizing scts excercised by the Japanese

orces.

That in the year 1944, June, we engaged ano-
ther operation whenm we ambush another Japanese
truck with Japanese soldlers on way %o Jovellarw,
tais province, along the road at Parian, At the
Sam month 1% was followed by emother raid of a
Japanese @arrison at Homapon, Legaspi, Alvay,
that mde the Japamese Forces e acuate the said

806 .

That on Februavy, 1945, Lt, Willien Hellest,
landed by 2T boat at Malacbelac md eps, g
his CB bohind the il

and assigned my wait to atrol duty o ~
@as% approach of his Cp &ln nn‘!t :n“;:ri?“h
Guingba ta; Ocassional skirmished

the def
at the Cituinam hills, Camal 1g-D,
;:gn:uh:l:;- flelds for the gyp 4.

. Avmy orce

Widites Kiiies uader the directy

8, avea, snd
70D8 0f the
on of %%,
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Ihat when the American Yorces landed at Legaspl,
Albay, I was the first Bicol Gudrilla leader who
contacted the HY of the 158 RCT under Col, *. Thomp=-
son, G=1. After examining my credent ials through
{nvestigation, he dirvected me to assume guard auty
at the Hesdquarters ares, the FOL and Ordnance dumpp
and steoknde, "e continued dischavging these duties
until May 10, 1945, when our unit was formally at-
tached and incorporated with the U.S, dwry.

Ihet later on of the same year as above stated
when my unit was ordered and transfered under the
Command of Maj, Ress &, King, CME, Adjutant, of the
RCT a% the Headquarters 158 Aegimental Combat Team
AP0 70 as per true copy of e attachment order hereto
attached. .

%hat on June 25, 1945, my unit was attached to
the HQ First Regiment, Bicol Srigads, Varp Cerro
Gordo, at Legaspl, Albay, under the Yommmd of Lt.
Alejandro &, de Vera, Inf, Asst. Adjutant as per
‘truecopy attached.

That on the 15th day of September, 1945, L was
swarded a Certificate of the Course of lnstruction
for Military training at the Officers School at
Canp Cerro Gordo, U.S. Ay Lraining Group AFEAC,

Task Unit No. 25.

That on March 4, 1946, my unit was transfered
at Camp Murphy 3rd Replacemint Co, 4%h BN as per
true copy of the dischargze paper and clearance herete-
attached,

1IN JRSTIMONY WHAREOF, I hereunto set my signature
this 27 th day of October, 19 % Ligeo, Albay, Phi-
Lippin ('Mxﬁ
"

BLO FIGAC
affiant

of October, 1947, ab Ligao, Albay, Fhili

;
ol

lunie ipal

SLOSER G oy

L AARATSSVIDFA




That when the American forces landed ab Legsspl,
Albay, I was the first Bieol Gudrilla leader who
nbagted dhe HQ of the 158 RCT undey Col, ¥, Thonp=
n, G=1, After exsmining my credentisls Shrough
investigation, he divected me %o assume guard duty
at the Headquarters avea, the POL and Ozdnance dumpp

d B e ag Bh dut fes
un$il May 10, 1945, when our unit was formally ate
tached and ineorporated with the U,S, Army,

*hat later on of the same

? the
» King, CMP, Adjutant, of the
8 158 Regimental Combat Team
8 per drue gopy of $he aténchmens ovder heredo

Inay on June 25, 1945, my unit was attached o
the HQ Firss Regiment, Bieol Srigade, Yamp Cerro
Gordo, at Legaspi, Albsy, under th» Commmd of iy,
Alejandro G, de Vera, Inf, Asct, Adjutant as per
fruecopy attached,

That on the 15%h day of September, 1945, I was
awarded a Cerbificate of the Course of Insbrustion
for Military braining ab the Officers School a®
Camp Corzo Gordo, U.S. Army Training Group AFRAC,

Task Unid No, 25,

That on Mawch 4, 1946, my unit was transfered
ab Camp Murphy Zvd Replacemen’ Co, 4%h BN as
true gopy of the discharge paper anl glearance herete~
attached,

1 PIMONY WHAREOF, I hereunto setd ny signature
‘$his 3h day of October, 1947 1] ngforAnuy, Phi-
1ippti /’"\ gt

Zir! )

ST /N
PABLO PIGAO |
Affiant

Subseribed and sworn %0 before me this éy‘ day
of Ootober, 1947, ab Ligao, Albay, Philippi] o8,

Rid
Munie ipal Maye®
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G-3 Form i PEIITFTTNAS-RYUKYTS OFVIAND %
No. 2 OFFICE OF THH ASSISTANT CFIEF OF STAFF, G-3
% QFFICF _PETAINED RECORD

b

G-3 File No. GSCPY_ 091 PT S it ( %
N 26 Aug 47 %

b TEr T

A
iy

SUBJECT: Revision of Dates, request for
Pablo Pigao

EPENGES

FOR LCTIOK BY: i SUSPENS

i Waoonmonding
B Approval
s Y EI fen  CAL

Policy : Fon-Ped

(File_symbol only)z DATE 5 CONCURRENGES
Gscey ! File &3 Tnibiale Dato
SFFTGRR TATING AGTION (and Ini}ialple .
Illt/f by :
2nd Lt Raul Diaz de Rivera " 4, 4 9

APPROVEB

(File Symbel) (Action)

TO: FOR?

WEFOPANDUX FOR DRGORD
Lt Col Wallace M. Hanes:

1, The Pigao Independent Platoon, recognized by ltr,
Headquarters AFPAC, dated 11 September 45, effective date of recgn
1 April 1945, in a strength of 43 members, has not been favorably
considered for revision of its present recgn date.

2, prior to its present recognition date this unit does
not fulfill the requirements of the five basic points for recgn,
i,e., the period granted constitutes a just and adequate acknowl-
edgement of services to the Armed Forces of the United States.

See attached report of investigation.

3. No useful purpose will be served by further investigation
of this unit. r—ei

4, This unit has no legitimate casualties
roster has been submitted, \>¢‘ 3 J&is
Jina == o

a 1™ goc

ol Dras de
2nd Lt Raul Dvi?z* de RIver:

Concur: Capt R C Wilson [(¢
Chief, Casualty Sec

Concur: Maj D C Murray.¢"v#7 Concurs *'Maj C H Wentzell &m,ﬂ/u/y
Chief, Revision Se¢ Chief, Unit Branch /

iXE)’SW munmnv}
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PHILIPPINES
T osaNDT CHRAL

ascry 091 P/ /762 AP0 707
Xz, Padlo Plzao
B 27405917
Dasr ke, Pigaos (

Tho Gomumatag Genera has diracted thet ou be Snormed
smut e Pigas adopendnt Platoon, . .wmx. ind® and

YO0 neatnal controky Toconized b7 logter Tewdmartors LFPAC,
Jatea 11 Septambar 1345, has not been favorably consider

T e e seatent rooognivion d

sxnaustive stady of tho history of your unlt, tegotier
ith & saratal analysis a1l other ‘srailable nfordstion of
the silitar mtivlt..\u

“astiey suffictantly the
R e et e et

s Tetoer constitutes the final detessination of and
sction aon Sha periad of ortisial recopuition of the Pigao
Indepandent Pl

sincerely,
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Do not ramove from attached sheets.
FILE: SWJECT ¢

(1) rROi: 2nd Lt Bruce Bromley Jr T0: Lt Col Wallace M Hanes

. 1. Attached hereto for approval are the following drafts
on the 56th Special Bn and the Fscudero pnit, comprising the
entire recognized portion of the Sorsogon Regiment under the
nominal control of Gov. Salvador Escudero:

a. Proposed M/R
§. Letha of mow -pufimriol
= /eponj of JaAstiSaT o

|
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REVISION REFORT, FIGAQ INDEPENDENT PLATCON

1. 2nd Lts Paul Diaz de Rivera end Bruce D Bromley Jr. proceeded
to Legaspi, Albay, to investigate the Figao Independent Platoon, recog=
nized by letter, Headquarters, AFPAC, dated 11 September 1945, to deter-
mine vhether or not this unit showld be grented a revision of its fresent
recognition date.

2. ALIEGED HISTORY: :

2. A brief history is presented since mo history or pertinent
papers are on file. This history i the result of an interview with
Pablo Pigeo, GO, Pigao Independent Platoon and his statements have been
corroborated by guerrillas in the Legaspl ares.

Pablo Pigao, C0, cleims to have organized his unit in May
1942, Activities of the unit from this date consisted of the usual in-
effective harrasing of the enemy. The unit remained independent through=
out the Jepenese occupetion, although Figao vas one time invited to join
other units in the Bicol Reglon.

The unit did not have any weepons in 1942 but in 1943, Pigeo
claimed to have had procured 10 erms from civilians in Albay. FPigao fur-
ther states that he had & company of active and full time guerrillas in
1943 and 1944.

Iate in 1943, Pigao alleges that in Barric Kuyaoyao, Ligao,
he and some men held up and ambushed two Japenese trucks and one truck
wes demoliched, He did not know the number of Japanese killed since he
ordered his men to leave the place directly after the ambush,

Pigeo, with & motley group of guerrillas, proceeded to Tac-
loben, Leyte in Dec 1944, Pigeo claims to have returned to Albay with 75
weapons (trench morter, 2 bazookas, Gersnds and Carbines). A dlstritution
of these erms wes effected between the members of the group that wemt to
Leyte. Pigao claimed that he wes able to Tetein 50 weapons for his unit
while the other 25 went to Onrubla, a guerrilla leader in Albay Province.
In March 1945 Capt Cuence of the 54th Inf under ¥aj Sendico éisermed and
took from Cnrubla and Pigao approximately 25 arms, leaving Pigao with only
25 rifles. Prior to the landings in Legaspl 1n Arel1 1945, ke Py

latoon d a n lalacbelac and Bengki-
Tahen, Albsy. Figao stated that his men were cble to K11 8 Japenese
stragglers near the unit's hecdquarters. ihen Lt Nellist, Alamo Scouts,
US 6th Army, arrived from Leyte, Figao was assigned to the Camalig Sector,
&nd steyed there wntil the lendings in Legaspi were effected.

Pigao was recommended to the 158th RCT by Lt Nellist for
Tocogm tion,

f
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3. ELNDINGS:

a. The following persons were interviewed end their statements
are relfected in the findings:

¥aj MM Zabat 60, Zabet's Guerrillas

Yaj F Flor C0, Flor's Inf Bn, Bicol Erigade
Maj C Ante, 0, Albey Regt, Ante Group

Lt  Herold Reese Zbat's Guerrillas

Mr  De Lejos lieyor, Legaspl

b. Record of service of the unit is vague. The contact team
‘believes that the unit was non-existent prior to 1944. Complete absence
of records even after the liberation made it difficult for the contact
team to ascertain accurate dates of recognizable activities.

o, Pablo Pigao never had in integrated comrend until he vas
recommended to the 156th ROT by Lt Nellist thru Col Thompson. It is
apperent that Pigao bended a small group of guerrillas for adventure's
seke only, since guerrilla lesders in Bicol never hesrd of the wiit.

Yaj Flor, CO of the Flor Inf Bn, Bicol Brigade, stated that he never
heard of the wnit witil the Liberation. liaj Flor further stated that the
wnit was a new outfit. Lt Harold Reese, recogmized with the lst Zabet
Go, Bicol Brigede, contredicted the §8® statement of Figao thet the Pigao
Unit was assigned by Lt Nellist of the Alamo Scouts to the Cemalig Sector.
Lt Reese stated that this would be foolhardly for such a smell unit as
the Pigao Flatoon, since Camalig was the area where the Japenese concen=
trated the bulk of their troops.

d. Civilisns interviewed in Legaspl and Cemelig, Albay Provinces
corroborated the statements of the guerrilla lesders regerding the exis-
tence of Pigao's urit. Mr. Alfredo Belen, a civilisn residing in Legaspi,
Llbay, suns up the guerrilla situstion in the Bicol Region as "confused
and befuddled as & Tesult of the guerrilla leaders! actions which consisted
neinly of smearing each other names and creeting a small war between them-
selves", He further stated that the Pigao Unit could mot have possibly
nainteined en extensive existence due to the lerger orgenizations in the
area. %

. Then Col Thompson, Cuerrilla Co-ordinstor, 158th RCT errived
in Legaspl in April 1945, Pigeo had only 25 rifles, Pigao cleimed that
Gol Thompson was favorably impressed with his (Figeo's) wnit so that ho
was given arms o complote a platoon, Hgwever, if is a fact that Figao
wes then en "mlknown" end thst if Col Thompson wes really impressed with
the Figeo Unit, Col Thompson would not only give the unit a platoon for
recognition. In comperison with other uniis, Pigao wes given the smallest
$igure for recognition. Pablo Pigao admitted to the undersigned that it
wes only on April 1945 that kis unit had taken positive action agsinst
the enemy s a pert of the recogmized Bicol Brigade.
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4. POLITICAT ASPECTS:

The unit does not appear %o heve any political affilieftions
or aspirations.

5. BRECOMENDATIONS:

t is recommended that the Pigao Independent Platoon be not
favorably comsidered for revision of its present recognition date.

a 'BMMICI = «Ac( ds Qh/mk
ERICE D SR0LEY I8 TAVL ITAZ D RIVER
2nd Lt 2nd It.,
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BASIC: Ltr CO, Camp Cerro Gordo (P), Legaspi, Albay, file AG 330.32,
subj: Supplementary Rostert, dtd 29 Nov 45

GSCPG 091 PI Dec 1945
HEADQUARTERS, UNTTED STATES s oot CES VESTERN PACIFIC, APO 707

TO: Chief of Staff, Philippine Army, APO 501

1. Approved.

2. Request tie mclus:mn of the personnel listed on the attached
supplementary roster {Incl /i) ed roster of the lst Regt,
Bicol Brigade ~ig iion oo Indicated.

3. Tt ds eluc 4 iaat yous headguarters inform the Command-
ing Officer of 1st Regt, Bicol Brigade upon completion of the action
indicated in paragraph 2, abov-.

BY COMMAND OF LIEUTENANT GRNELLL STV

. 4. Saackford
/s tamped/ J. A. SHACKFORD
Gapt. , AGD
Asst  Adj. Gen.

1 Incl:
Roster 4 pages (In Dup)
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HEADQUARTERS
PHILIPPINES RYUKYUS. COMUAND

Al
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GUERRTLLA UNIT DESIGNATION

£y Flotoan
Previously Recorded Actual Reaognized
Recognized Strength & 43

Reasons for difference betworn strongth previously recorded and
ctual recognized strength:

%L individuals deleted bocause their mames
were duplicated on rocogalzed roster,

individuals doloted because their names
are listud with another element of the unit,

2 individuele dolotod becavse thoir nanos
wero proviously inserted into the rostor without authority,

4 individuals added because their names
were previously deleted from the rostor without authority,

G individuals added bocause an authentie
supplementary roster not previcusly listed is now included with
unit,

6, Other rossons

7. This roster constitutes the only JLthcntic official recog-
nized roster of the above nemsd guorrilla uni

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENZRAL MOORE:

J. W, LNDERSON
Iajor Genoral, USA
Deputy Commander and
Chicf of Staff

M. O, BILLEE
Captain, AGD
Ascistant Adjutant General

Roster Distribution:
1 Recovered Pc!‘sonnal Div

1 Headq\mrters National Dofonse Forcos
1 File
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